A list is presented of 275 species of the Order Thysanoptera known from Florida and 202 species from Georgia; only 122 of these species are from both states. The list was compiled from museum collections, literature reviews, and records of recent introductions. More than 60 exotic species are from the Caribbean basin, with a few recently introduced species from the Oriental region. The lack of available North American faunal information concerning thrips is emphasized (this being derived from haphazard collecting and in only a few areas), as well as the lack of reliable literature for identifying native North American Thysanoptera.
Introduction
Biodiversity and conservation work along with studies on invasive species are dependent on a knowledge of the organisms that comprise a fauna in any given area. In this regard, it is sobering that the last complete published listing of species of North American Thysanoptera was 100 years ago (Moulton 1911) . That list included 118 species, whereas Arnett (1985) estimated that the thrips fauna of the American continent north of Mexico to be comprised of about 700 described species with a further 25% of this figure remaining undescribed or undiscovered. Since 1911, the only large scale accounts of the North American thrips fauna have been keys to the genera and lists of species in the suborder Tubulifera (Stannard, 1957) , and a comprehensive account of the Thysanoptera of Illinois (Stannard, 1968) . The list presented here was developed largely in response to a recent listing of the thrips of California (Hoddle et al., 2004) . Our objective here is to facilitate East/West faunal comparisons, and to provide a modern baseline against which invasion by foreign species can be monitored in this part of the USA where agriculture and horticulture are particularly vulnerable to incursions due to a permissive year round climate.
The past 40 years have seen major changes in the taxonomy and systematics of Thysanoptera, resulting from an appreciation of the structural variation in many species (Mound, 2005) , together with a greater understanding of systematic and phylogenetic relationships. The list presented here follows the nomenclature in the web-based world checklist of 5800 species (Mound, 2008) . The Californian list used a similar format, and has stimulated the production of a taxonomic account of the thrips fauna of that State (Hoddle et al. 2008) . It is hoped that the present list will similarly stimulate production of an account of the southeastern thrips fauna of the USA.
There are two essential problems with evaluating differences in the thrips fauna across different parts of North America. First, most thrips have been collected haphazardly, rather than during targeted faunal surveys (see, Goldarazena & Mound, 2006) . Thus the raw data on distributions, habitats and host-plants is essentially weak. Second, many names used for species and genera in the available taxonomic literature concerning North American thrips are no longer valid because this literature is old. Moreover, the primary identification tools for the North American thrips fauna (Stannard (1957 (Stannard ( , 1968 rely heavily on superficial appearances and color, rather than structural details. Similarly, identification keys provided by Bailey (1957 Bailey ( , 1964 largely employ color and silhouette characters, with no mention of the sculptural and chaetotaxy details that are now recognized as essential for distinguishing species in genera such as Scirtothrips (Hoddle & Mound, 2003) . The only substantial recent revisions targeted at the thrips fauna of the USA are of the Thripidae genera, Anaphothrips and Thrips (Nakahara, 1994; 1995) , the Thripidae subfamily Panchaetothripinae (Wilson, 1975) , and the Phlaeothripidae genus Eurythrips and its relatives (Mound, 1976; 1977) . Identification to genus level is often possible using keys to the Central and South American thrips fauna (Mound & Marullo, 1996) , or a recent account of the Californian thrips fauna (Hoddle et al., 2008) . However, the lack of identification tools at species level is particularly serious in genera with important pest species, such as Frankliniella, Thrips, and Scirtothrips. Some attempt has been made to resolve this shortcoming for Scirtothrips with the development of a molecular key for pest and non-pest species (Rugman-Jones et al., 2006) . Similar work is urgently needed for Frankliniella and Thrips. This lack is most keenly felt in the southeastern states where the fauna is most diverse.
Field sampling of the thrips fauna of the USA has been uneven across the various states. A crude measure of the level of taxonomic activity on this group is the number of species originally described from each state (Fig. 1 ). These data indicate that the number of species described from an area, in the continental US at least, depends largely on where particular specialists have lived or spent their vacations, rather than on the biological diversity of any given area. Thus the total for California results from residence in that State of several state employed (i.e., University of California and California Department of Food and Agriculture) entomologists and graduate students studying Thysanoptera (Hoddle et al., 2004) . The total for Florida reflects the activity of J.W. Watson, and the high figures for the northeastern States as well as Texas and Arizona reflect the field work of J. Douglas Hood (Hoebeke, 1994) . Currently, it is not possible to compare the real species richness of any two states. For example, a similar number of Thripidae species is listed here from both Georgia and Florida, but only 50% of these are recorded from both states. For this family, such a high level of species turnover is probably an artifact of inadequate sampling, indicating that data are insufficient for faunal comparisons. In contrast, the much larger number of Phlaeothripidae recorded from Florida than Georgia is probably a real difference and reflects climatic differences.
Florida owes its diversity to its neotropical climate, together with its propensity to accidentally import species on introduced agricultural and horticultural commodities. South Florida, in particular, provides a climate that is hospitable to exotic tropical fauna, and an increase in live ornamental culture in large enclosed areas such as shopping malls provides additional opportunities for pest species to expand their ranges into less hospitable climates. Average daily temperatures in Florida range between 19-28° C in the south and 11-28° C in the north, whereas in Georgia they range between 9-28° C in the south and 4-27° C in the north. The fauna of Florida is not sharply delimited from the fauna of Caribbean countries, with many species dispersing by wind and storm events northwards from the Neotropics.
The data presented here are clearly a preliminary assessment of the real faunas, but they provide a secure platform for future studies. Records from Georgia are based primarily on the collection of about 6000 slide mounted thrips developed by Ramona Beshear between 1968 and 1990, and now available at the Natural History Museum, University of Georgia, Athens Campus. The Florida list has been compiled largely from published literature and the Thysanoptera collection of the Florida State Collection of Arthropods (FSCA), including the J. W. Watson collection, at the Division of Plant Industry (DPI), Florida Department of Agriculture and Consumer Services, Gainesville. Reliable identifications continue to be dependent on access to the collections of original authors, particularly those of Hood in Washington DC, Moulton in San Francisco, and Watson in Gainesville, and future studies will probably lead to further synonymies and nomenclatural changes. The synonymy rate of J. D. Hood was below 10%, but that of the other three major thrips taxonomists of the 20 th century was between 30% and 40% (Gaston & Mound, 1993) , and of the 100 species-group names proposed by J. W. Watson a total of 52 are now placed into synonymy. FIGURE 1. Number of thysanopteran species for which the type specimens came from the state indicated (standard abbreviations for USA state names given).
The checklist
Full synonymies for the names listed here are available on the internet (Mound, 2008) . The symbol * indicates 65 species that are introduced to North America from some other part of the world. Three species listed below have not previously been known from this part of the world. Females of Megalurothrips mucunae (Priesner), a legume flower thrips previously known only from Southeast Asia, have recently been identified from Florida, Georgia, Alabama, and South Carolina, although in the absence of males this identification requires confirmation. Two immigrant fungus feeding species have been collected recently on several occasions in Georgia: Macrophthalmothrips argus (Karny), a widespread tropical species that has also been recorded from California, and Stephanothrips japonicus Saikawa known only from the Asian tropics. Furthermore, a new species of Holopothrips inducing leaf galls on Tabebuia in Florida is currently being described from Puerto Rico. 
